
TO	 : co, SCI, Germany

SUBJECT: The RSHA and Edda CIANO in Switzerland

(Source: The Interrogation of Frau Burkhardt BRETZ)

1, Count Ciano was executed at 9100 AM on the
morning of January 11, 19440 Three- days before, on January
8th„ his -wife (Eddatimiaolini) had reached safety across the
Swiss border, wharf:5-th° Ciano children were waiting for her.

2 0 Edda's traveling companion on her flight was
a lieutenant in the Italian Air Force named Emilio Pucci*
From the border she sent Pucci back to Veronellitirrertters
to Hitler and Mussolini, begging them to ‘ Spare Ciano's lifee

/
30 . Pucci was arrested the morning of Ciano's

death and taken to the office of Gen. Harster, BdS northern
Italy. He was interrogated there and in jail aboutthe
whereabouts of Edda Mussolini: on Jan 17 be was seen by
Subject in jail in Man. He then had a fractured skull
as a result of "questioning" by a certain tandartenffihrer)
Rauff,/SD chief in Milan.

4 * The execution, of Ciano bY-Ahe puppet Italian'
govrnment left the:RSHA with much unfinished business,
By means of a bargw4n (which was not kept) the had persuaded
him to reveal to Frfw . METZ the whereabouts of 'the Italian
Foreign Office recoAs. Ciano's diaries, however, knd some
other important personal papers had not been recovered * .

5 0 According to Frau BEET; she had reported to
the.RSHA (at Ciano's suggestion) that the diaries were locked
in the safe of a friend of Manes in Switzerland, Actually,
as Frau BRETZ knew, the diaries had been .buried in Italy
until they were taken to Switzerland, strapped around Edda
Mussolini's*waist, during the night . of Jan.7thto 3an8th,

6, Immediately after, iano ts: execution, Dr. • Heottl,,
head of Amt VI B 1 (which had now become Amt VI E 1) and
as such Frau MTV:8 thief, left Berlin to visit Verona,
He arrived on. Jan 14th and at once proposed . to4Prau BEETZ
that she go to Switzerland and endeavor to.establith.contact
with Edda .Mussolini. The purpose of the mission was two..
fold: primiarilyl to persuade 'Edda. not. to-make:any publicity
about the way the RSHA had allowed her bUsband!s execution
although he had kept his Part of the bargain; secondarily,.
to attempt to discover the hiding place .of the ,remaining
Ciano . paperaw According to Subjeet, however, Pr, Heitt/ had
little hope of the success of the second part of the mission,

70 Subject states that she hed little liking , for
the mission and accepted it only .m.loortdition that she could
take Lt.0 Pucci with her, with the , objeCt-(ahe says) of saving
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Pucci t s life, Dree Hgttl agreed that Pucci. , because of his
intimate relatirnshi r with Edda Mtssolini, IPruld be a useful
assistant in the -erofect'and- therefore agreed to the cha,eee,

8 * On Jan. 15th, the day after Egttl l s arrival, a
cover position in Switzerland was arranged, for Frau ..BE:ZZ.
With the consent of Von Neurathgerman cep.sul-i“uganr4;e
and of 4agbelzia(OermairVII	 rila44)-she was to pose
as a secretarial'employee'of the Milan consulnto who was
vieg to Lugano for six weeks to replace a pecretery who was
sick, pn thisly sib, and at the reeuest . ef•Scholz, the
Swiss censtl in Milane7ranted a vise imnediately,

9. The 'night of Jan 18th and 19th P'ecci was
smuggled acrosn the herder by boat, On th6 afternecn of
the 19th Frau BERM took ,a taxi to the border and then a
train to Luganc, She met Pucci the same day at a ereeareanged
rendezvous,

100 Subject' had instructions te send her reports •
and come.unicatons by meens of a -SWISS or German trterchant
Prager, This nan had an of ice in Chiassoand combined .
his business affairs with the running of eregular.collTior
service between Lugano and. Como for the GetmanS0

• 110 Owing to the injuries Pucci had sustained it-
eriscn„ difficulties arose alnost imnediately, On Jan 23rd.
Pucci-Was compelled to go to the hospital at De'lLezona for 	 •
treatment, and found himself interned by the Swiss auth oritiesi
For Puccis interned in 'a Sisters' hospital at Bellinzona, to
contact Edda, interned in a nunnery at Ingegohl . (the other	 -
side of the St,:Gothard Pass), was obvitusly no easymatl-,er

12 * ''Subject attereeted on .Jan 26th to raise the •
necessary deposLt of caution money (she believes 14,000
Swiss francs were required) in order to free Pucci- fr,90.te
internment. For this purpose she paid e visit to.th4,Itallan
indUstrialist ,ianclej.„ in Zurich: but Dialechi (1&	 ubjectstates, is lase s . would have	 to dothing•
projeCt, Three •éelee later, on Feb, 21, s' ect n5e-7-ilethor
similari t	 this time contacting 41L;n 9 ,4gleellete• a frill&L1	 of	 er'"
This girl, a student at the 	 slt.v. ç4	 was'wassup 7osed to 1• 1.T.RE--ffirluentra friends to '
without the derOsit of mcneyt but Fubject's 	 iior VMS er)24

also without r0111t. 	 • 47.

LI

13. Pucci, meanwhile, was ccntinually at e A

to contact Edda by letter -- both oti, his own behalf and in
order to assist Subject, for \Item his feelings of gratitude
for his safety was rapidly changing to a feolinj of a.ff"ectien
and love. Subject drew up and gave to 'tidai a state:eent of
what were supposed to be Ciano i s las thoughts and meseages
for Edda. This statement still exists, and it is plain that
the thrmghts -- whether actual or not	 were nicely calculated
to keep Edda silent, as the TISHA desired. Pucci l s letter
embodying this statement reached Edda in April*

CONF/DEITTIAL
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• - 150 According to Sulijecte the i,f,t , ttpy ;,. or . this . deal.--4,(which she endeavored to forward	 ,,,, i 7	 or the later'd
wa.s to secure money for Edda• so	 the children
could continue to Ave in.0 tzerlanido . thetre'was .also the hope
that the British would publish the diaries and so smear
Hibbentrop in the way that one section of	 BMA desired*
' 160 On Feb 20th Subject tooTt a tr.. , from Lugano to

Schwyz , and went froM there On foot • tó . 114.00011. to see under ••
what kind of security Edda and the .Ciano clitilften, were interned*
She was unable to i•see any of the Clan*: fatilyi Oren t om a
'distance * Subject: then peat:MedItti,IP:sjp.140%07 .100:Lausanne Se
gee LIVI_Amv_kU4._ {see paragraph 124. Th.,Ving'her's Visit sho
states-.R•Wat . e--i.lsked Signorina Agnelli; :tine was stndying
ebemistry,' for a bottle of poison.; Thie was mailed to.her
in Lugtine, and she received It on Peb! 23rd* .	 ,

17! 'Subject gives the following reason for want 0
poison: . She had received a letter frail ;Devlin saying that a
pr1e8t named Pancinov who was Eddats•eordeSeort had *Succeeded
in visiting Edda in her internment at Ingebohl: and that
Pancito was working for Amt VX*, Subjettit ' was afraid that Edda
would tell Pancino how she had 131,41.44..*Xthed by fiubjoet to *flee
to 'Switzerland on 'Ian 7tht taking Cianott•diaries: and that
the riSIIA would arrest Subject for this treachery!.

:
M.! On March 29th subject's Swiss visa,' (al, repidy

renewed from March 1st) expired for the 0,4=4 One! Shereturned to Italy and went to stay at a • C o tile lama* .maintained by the BD at Carnobbial new tcTto.- Host at tttta •
house was banker n ,med 	 tzt -t$110 as permitted by the SDto make his in.. ti- . erei -Silt Vrjra worked'	 one week In the

in	
.	 'fizoffice of wli:tc:41: chief of the SD	 . .0s1;•.i,!:.-..,And then 'took a.

four we ek's leave because her husband... 	 Toiltenbrunner's
assistance, had arrived at the Xarnats house on leaTo*

190 .•This vacation ended on •a4,1 4th end Subject, then
went te Berlin*: On liay '6th she so/	 toto'brunner in his office
in P rins Albreehstrasse and then reported - to the 4mt VI office
in. 32 3erkaerstrasse9 Zaitenbrunner told her to return to Como
and make 'contact with F e Pancino.( cover 	 Nikourtie.
Through Poncino she was to 	 ea a a Co st/;re
Clam s papers and diaries were not Zontionedy . according toSubject * tier m:'(,ssion was only to give Ma maim and to tell
her of Ciano°s alleged last wish that she keep quiet in order -net to endanger her position in STits01054.•
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20* Subject contact pazicinot as arranged, On
Zfune 7th: but her actual 'mission to SwitZerland came to
nothing because of the &sibs an tborities* failure to grant
a visa, At this time she was earning 230 marks a months pulls
a living allowance (while out of Germany). equivalent to

413u000 lire a month4. On June 8th c * e a letter from Kaltenbrinui,‘,..-
announcing that a bonus of 10 9000 marks had ben paid •to her in
Berlins as a reward for her good work in obtaining the
secret of where Clan° had hidden the Foreign Office recordS.
in Rome *	• 	 '

3lio' Early in June Subject' heard from Berlin that
Pancino had 2,gain been in contact with Edda72 who had told
'him. that Ciano t s personal papers, (j his diaries) exited
in septuplicate and were hidden in seen different places
in Italy. Pancino 9 according to Sub eat, reported that he .
believed Edda viculaa at a later time tefl him exactly 'where
they were hidden*

22* Subject now tells the following =rims story*
She says that she heard from Pucci some time before
April some rccords had been entrusted:by Edda to her personal
physician, pLa,.1ZSccirb. at the sanatorium in Ramiola t Italy*
Subject had done nc ' tiTh,g to unearth theses beeause- she was,
still upset at the 'IRSILA. allowing Claw to die after having
given up the Foreleg/ Office records , as partof a bargain for
life*

23© Now t howevers04- accox'ding. to Sub3e0t 40v. she
was afraid -that Panoino would hear from- Seat* Oft 'the hidingplace of the documents in Eteriolas in the course of the
investigations it would be discovered that its .physician
who was hiding them was in fact 01, physician for the. Italian
partisans * Therefore / says subjects who .deoided to 'pick up
the dounments herself, rather than halts it dote on information
provided by Pancin?*

24* This loweiver could not be done On inform.ation
that Subject had concealed for three.monthso Thereforeit had to be made to 'look diffteult i *,. Accordingly Subject
took off on June 22 for a preliminary investigation with
a iketty Italian agent) named UAW. She. afterwards saw
Harster t the BdS 0 on June 24 and 264 and on June' 30 (aftfrr an
abortive journey on the 27th) she went withDr.	 -al. aide
to Ilarstors and received the documents from MIT physician at
Ramiola in return for a promise of immunity*

25* By whatever method it was in fact dones.Aub3ect
obtained the papers and took that* to Zotsen (cover name
Zeppeliii)s kat Vrt s first evacuation point from-Ber1.140.
Sere she made a summary of the papers for	 Ste
chief of Amt Vi B 1 and was last	 6	 eturn to
her hmte, in Weimar and make a 0 	 -z 4lation of the
entire collection,

26* This work lasted 'until August 241 the documents
being placed each night in the safe of the Wetsar Gestapo
for semi** reasonso Sub$act, bOW00/61410 TWO an extra carbon
tor herself (with the obleett she ophv .* or toretttuatty esti*
Edda, 13Inssolizat s permitsion to use t 6 `` 400Umentb in a book*
On the arrival of American troops, SttibSeet buried the set
of carbons in her garden o whence they were recovered by the
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undersi ed with the help of 	 Stewart trench, SCI, Third
Army. he documents consist of Ciattoe s_personal Foreign
Office records from 1938 to 1943, including letters .exchanged
by Hitler and Mussolini during the_periodui (They were for-
Warded by air immediately to Twelfth AvOy clreupo)	 •

270 On August 26 Subject returned ;to *Berlin evil
woriced as translator for 	 4 04annfuhrer ol.f the new head

w"of Ant 'VI B 1 (in Success on " 	 4 took part in
the evacuation ofAmt VI to a CaSlp (cover name WaldbUrg) in
the region- of Storkow, S.E. • -of . ftr/in* on Sept. 20, .1944.
Three weeks later, on Oct 109 she retains:red permission to
return home to Weimar to work 6n Another lengthy translation.

2S. The work . this tine was to translate .a Forel
Office volume on Albania that was aineng tboSe reeled •
Ciano in January ,(the other een volumes 4.0 One for e-ae
year of Cianot e tenure of office. --- had already been trans-
lated by someone else).* This work lasted . until January 12,
when she transmitted the complete w .ork through Si) channels
to Berlin, no carbon cow was kept by SUbjerit• A letter
to Dr. Steimle requesting more work remairdng answered,
Subject,did nothing more for the BOTTA after that date.

' 29. Regarding Cianci s papers, Sullect believes, that
the Foreign Office volumes disclosed tyy Clam are still in*
Berlin, in the AM VI office at 32 Borkaerstrasse, and that
the diar:tos are still in the possession of Edda. ,ItussOliniog,
She has raven the 'addresses of two other hiding Places
Italy matte !mown to ' her by Pucci., As for the documents in
•septuplioate, •reported by Pancitii (see Petra* 21), she does
not know whethcr these are something • campletely different -
or whether they will prove to be the vitae as those found
by her'in R'arniola ant already unearthed by Set ,in Subjeetts
garden.
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